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I1 . 
"Tcnllrc~io,l of clghr prevlouslv pu\>[irhcd ewayt, thrcc cornmencs, three aiter\-\.ords. 

~ l l  
uuk r c v r e ~ ~ ~ ,  and  a qt1olr excccpt froin .I I~oclk cuplicntcs and challcnees the most 
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infliiential nlonogruph ever written ahout poct-Reconsrruct~on Sourhem I ? I ~ ; ~ ~ ; .  L ! ~ ,  
.I 

uneven t h , ~ n  most collecnons, ~t reveals as much about trends in thc  profejsicn ,, . 
about C. Vann Woodward's rnasterplecr. 

The most sord criticnl analvsis is Carl Harris's careful, hmr-rlv d o c ~ m e n p d ,  ,,< : 
scrupu~ausjy h i r  1976 study of reftonal pmtl"ns o f  to11 call v o r i n ~  1~ C O ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  ja 
Woodward cfat~nctl [bar Southcsn Democrats in the 1530s and  earlv 1390s allled wir5 : 
industry-oriented Ea~terncsq, rather than aprarlm n'tsrrrncts. Harrrs's tab[cs D7 ! 
crucial rot1 calls showed rhat iTondward was ~ v r o n ~ .  ar least abour ConFrcssjon,! 1 
behavior, and \Yoodwnrd later acknowlcdped Harsrs's corrections. ! 

Contrast Harns's view wirh an  eswv from the 200 1 syrnpovurn rhat forms carp i 
oi rhe book under r c r i e * ~ .  Rrjccticg rhe commonscnric~l notlon th3. \%odni.ro. ; 
included few women in Osrgins became, rcflect~np. his gencrarion's rulmral hllndcrs I 

there was so IirtIe scholarship on the subicct nt rhe time he swore, Glenda ~ l l ~ ~ ~ , l  1 
suggests that \%odwnrd "deli hcratclrr excluded women" from Orrglns (2241, 
Although Origins was planned and hrgel!. drafted by rhe mid-19405, the pst.scicn, I 

Woodward, according to Gilmore, must have feared that mentioning women in tllJr i 
book would doom hv hrcr appeal ro mlrccqcmr~an-obscsad Southern whites 1,) \ 
dismantle segregarion in h ~ s  I955 Sr~nnze Coreer of ]rm Crrlw. As she crisply I. 
~ t ,  '*NO women, no sex. S o  sex, presto, no race 'problem'" ( 2 2 6 ) .  But G i l m ~ r p ' ~  I 
reduction of women to sex objects and all race relstions to sexual phohins is +. I 
pfisric, and she present3 n0 evidence whatsoever for her speculation fibout Wood 
ward's rnorivcr and acnonr, a spcct~lrtion thai lrnpliciily brands ahadward  1, 
mrellectuaElv dishonest. 

Of the other essays, three stand out. Sheldon Hackney's br~ l l~an t ly  wrlaen, cloqclv 
observed rumination on Origins's nvenrierh a n n i v e r s a ~  i s  part celebration, part ha- 

i 
torioyr.phy, part hrurc research asencia. par1 reflectmn on rhe h v m n  and diwiplc 1 
nary condition, and wholFy mterestmg. James Cobb's chronicle of the writing of Tot~r I 
Wtson and Originr;, based on a wide range of unpublished letters and interviews, is 
dramaric, often surpris~ng, and consistently inqightilll about the emergence of thc fidd 
of Southern his to^ from the 1930s through the 1950s. Finally, Barbara Fields remint15 
us how unusual Voodward's treatment of African Americans in Origins was, intc , 

grating them throughout his text-refusing, in her words, "'to iim-crow Jim Crow" 
4276). Unlike recenr adherents to the cnltural turn in h~story,  \X700dward focuscrI 
squarely on power, Fields emphasizes, considering blacks as one group in a strugflc 
for power tha t  also invoIved bitterly competing classes of whites, and never contus 
ing volunrariIy chosen group separation with the much more significant polit~cnl[v 
~rnposed racial segregauon. 

However courtly in manner, moodward was a relentless rebel, ag~rattng aRnll'br 
racism In the 1930s, spotl~ghtlng clash1ng economic interests a t  a time when m{)\' 
other historians were t r a n s h e d  by cultural-intellectual consensus, h~ghlkhri~g 

-- - - - - . 

change where others saw continuity and (as many in this book fail to norel donrilip 
i t y  where others perceived change, and refusing either to rom3nticize his heroes Or 

pardon his villains. N e v e r  merely trendy, he w2s c!ear-eyed and trEr to the cvidenccq 
which accounts better for the longevity of Orrgins than its Linkage wirh currents In 



pawJal aq 01 pasnuIF uetp paxan alou uaaq ..[]ur~l~as j.;oqe a.tay pln0.W -',I1 -"-. r: 
-LEW. 341 10 .<UEIU IO UOTIF~IP~~X~ p)~nj.id alp 'UOIE~JOJ~ holsq xp in rr[r!jr7f~qnd ' 


