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Notes for 129 Slavery and public policy (09‐01‐20) 

Key issues 

1) How to compare farms with slaves and farm with free labor 

 

The Fogel Engerman approach is one that approximates differences in profits.   

Why controversial? 

Why sensible 
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2) What explains these differences 

Gang labor (that is what shows up from the farm size  

Then what is it about gang labor: (hours worked vs labor intensity) 

 

 

_________________Olmstead and the Role of public policy_________ 

Interaction between the market and government in agriculture 

Three steps  

(1) connection to Tuesday 
(2) Issues with livestock 
(3) Issues with meat 
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Over time production shifts West 
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2. What makes animals different from plants as a technology?  

Relationship to science, (evolution and Darwin; Gene theory and mendels). Can a flawed theory 
have useful implications? 

As markets get specialized, farmers tend to specialise their stock, what are the implications for 
the genetic stock and possibilities for further biological change.  

Is genetic diversity something we value, is it a public good. If so should we produce regulation? 
Can the value of genetic diversity be appropriated?  

Implication of selection and feed changes are large (note this is before any hormone treatment 
program)

 

 

2) How to make sure this process continues 

Key issue is controlling livestock diseases 

Reverse problem is to avoid barriers to trade. 

What are the connections between animal health and human health 

What is the role of Science? 

What is the role of Politics? 
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Why do we succeed with Beef and fail with pork? 

5)  Summing up 

Biological change is important 

Here food supply—an activity that is a declining share of GDP. 

 Note the issue of elasticities. 

But could also look at pharmaceuticals 

 This is an area of expanding economic activity that faces exactly the same probleme 

 

1) Keeping the food supply healthy 
a. Food and Drug administration 

Both problems involve conflict between states, and conflicts between different 
kind of producers 
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Large scale meat packers and consumers want regulation. So you get the FdA 

 


