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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Associate Professor of Economics, MOVE and Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 2010-present
Affiliated Professor, Barcelona Graduate School of Economics, 2010-present
Assistant Professor of Economics, California Institute of Technology, 2004-present

EDUCATION

University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D. in Economics 2004
Bocconi University, B.A. Economics (Summa cum Laude)

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Political Economy, Microeconomics, Public Economics.

HONORS, GRANTS AND AWARDS

Ramoén y Cajal Fellowship, Spanish Ministry of Science and Technology, 2010-2015

NSF grant SES 0617901, “The Industrial Organization of the Political Sector: Politicians and Parties”
(joint with A. Merlo) 2006-2010

University of Pennsylvania, William Polk Carey Prize in Economics for best dissertation 2005
University of Pennsylvania, S. Weintraub Memorial Fellowship in Economics for Best Theoretical
Contribution (joint with S. Barbieri) 2001

PAPERS

Published

1. “Personal Influence’: Social Context and Political Competition”, with A. Galeotti, American
Economic Journal: Microeconomics, forthcoming

2. “Quorum and Turnout in Referenda” with H. Herrera, Journal of the European Economic
Association, 2010

3. “Policy Uncertainty, Electoral Securities and Redistribution”, International Economic Review,
2010

4. “The Labor Market of Italian Politicians” with V. Galasso, M. Landi and A. Merlo, in The Ruling
Class: Management and Politics in Modern Italy, Oxford University Press, 2010 (Italian version
Classe Dirigente: L'Intreccio tra Business e Politica, Egea, 2010)

5. “Membership in Citizen Groups” with S. Barbieri, Games and Economic Behavior, 2009

6. “Can We Insure Against Political Uncertainty? Evidence form the U.S. Stock Market”, Public
Choice, 2008

7. “Many Enemies, Much Honor? On the Competitiveness of Elections in Proportional
Representation Systems” with M. laryczower, in The Political Economy of Democracy, BBVA, 2008

8. “Political Careers or Career Politicians?” with A. Merlo, Journal of Public Economics, 2008

9. “Voter Rationality and Democratic Government” with R. Kiewiet, Critical Review, 2008

10. “The Transparency of Politics and the Quality of Politicians” with A. Merlo, American Economic
Review P&P, 2007

11. “Moving Skills from Hands to Heads: Does Importing Technology Affect export performance in

Textiles?” with G. Barba Navaretti and M. Galeotti, Research Policy, 2004



Working Papers

12. “On the Nature of Competition in Alternative Electoral Systems” with M. laryczower, revised May
2009, submitted

13. “Mediocracy” with A. Merlo, 2009

14. “The Pro-Competitive Effect of Campaign Limits in Non-Majoritarian Elections” with M.
laryczower, 2010, submitted

15. “Choosing Records” with M. laryczower (in progress)

16. “Good Old Spendthrift. The Fiscal Effects of Political Tenure” with M. laryczower and D. lorio (in
progress)

17. “Social Learning in Political Games” with A. Galeotti (in progress)

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Invited Talks (also scheduled)

2010: UC Berkeley, Bocconi, Calgary, LSE, Princeton, STICERD, University of Napoli

2008-09: Caltech, Columbia, ECARES, IMT Lucca, Rutgers, UBC, UPF, USC-Marshall

2004-08: Bocconi, Brescia, Caltech (2), Carlos III, Columbia, Essex, HEC Montreal, IESE Barcelona,
IIES Stockholm, LSE, NYU, Northwestern, Princeton, Queen’s University, Stockholm University, Texas
Austin, UAB, UC Berkeley, UCL, UCLA, UPenn (2), UPF (2), UQUAM, USC, University of Toronto,
University of Western Ontario

Invited Conferences

ASSET (2010), Econometric Society World Congress (2010), Petralia Sottana Applied Economic
Workshop (2010), UQUAM Conference in Political Economy (2010), Princeton Political Economy
(2009), Stanford-Hoover (2009), Urrutia Elejalde Summer School (2009), SED (2004, 2005, 2008,
2009), Workshop on the Political Economy of Democracy (2008), SWET (2008), AEA (2007, 2011),
CEPR-ESSET (2007), Winter Meetings of the Econometric Society (2007), EEA (2006, 2007), MPSA
(2006, 2008), North American Summer Meetings of the Econometric Society (2006), PIER
Conference in Political Economy (2006, 2008), SISL Conference (2005)

Referee for American Economic Journal, American Economic Review, American Journal of Political
Science, American Political Science Review, Economic Inquiry, Economic Journal, Games and Economic
Behavior, International Economic Review, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of the European
Economic Association, Journal of Money Credit and Banking, Journal of Political Economy, Journal of
Public Economics, Journal of Public Economic Theory, Political Research Quarterly, Public Choice,
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Quarterly Review of Economics and Finance, Review of Economic
Dynamics, Review of Economic Studies, Theoretical Economics, SSHRC Canada

Co-organizer Bray Seminar in Political Economy 2006-2009
TEACHING

California Institute of Technology: Foundations of Political Economy (graduate) 2005-2011, Political
Economy 2005-2011, Public Finance 2005-2006

IDEA-UAB: Political Economy 2009-2010

Ph.D. Thesis Committee Member (placement): Jon X. Eguia (New York University), Francesco Sobbrio
(IMT Lucca), Salvatore Nunnari (expected 2012)

PERSONAL
Date of Birth: 01-05-1973 Nettuno (Rome)
Citizenship: Italian, US permanent resident
Married to Daniela lorio
Conservatorio Santa Cecilia, classical guitar diploma 1991
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